St Ives Uniting Church

3 July 2022

Pentecost 4
Welcome and lighting the Christ Candle
Hymn: 59 All people that on earth do dwell
Prayers of adoration and confession
Assurance of forgiveness

Hear Christ’s word of grace, “Your sins are forgiven’
Thanks be to God

H

The peace
The peace of the Lord be with you
And also with you

Notices Lawrence Peak

Bible readings:

2 Kings 5:1-15 Heather Lakiss
'Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He
was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded,
because through him the Lord had given victory to Aram. He was a
valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.

2Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had taken captive
a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to
her mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet who is in
Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”

4Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had
said. ®“By all means, go,” the king of Aram replied. “| will send a letter



to the king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents® of
silver, six thousand shekelsl? of gold and ten sets of clothing.  The
letter that he took to the king of Israel read: “With this letter | am
sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his
leprosy.”

" As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and
said, “Am | God? Can | kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow
send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying
to pick a quarrel with me!”

8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn
his robes, he sent him this message: “Why have you torn your robes?
Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in
Israel.” ® So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at
the door of Elisha’s house. 1° Elisha sent a messenger to say to him,
“Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be
restored and you will be cleansed.”

11 But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would
surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the Lord his
God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. % Are
not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the
waters of Israel? Couldn’t | wash in them and be cleansed?” So he
turned and went off in a rage.

13Naaman'’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet
had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How
much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!” 14 So
he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the
man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became
clean like that of a young boy.

15Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God.
He stood before him and said, “Now | know that there is no God in alll
the world except in Israel. So please accept a gift from your servant.”
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+5%3A1-14+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-9653b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+5%3A1-14+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-9653c

Luke 10:1-11 Barbara Coupe
LAfter this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two
by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to
go. ?He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his
harvest field. 3 Go! | am sending you out like lambs among wolves.

4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on
the road.

5“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ ° If
someone who promotes peace is there, your peace will rest on them;
if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay there, eating and drinking whatever
they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move
around from house to house.

8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to
you. ?Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God
has come near to you.’ ° But when you enter a town and are not
welcomed, go into its streets and say, ! ‘Even the dust of your town
we wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The
kingdom of God has come near.’

18 “Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects
me; but whoever rejects me rejects him who sent me.”

17The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons
submit to us in your name.”

18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. °| have
given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to
overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.

20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice
that your names are written in heaven.”

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God



Sermon: Unexpected heroes

Hymn: 650 Brother, sister, let me serve you

Offering and prayer

Prayers of the people Hazel Ruskin
Hymn: 474 Here in this place

Holy Communion

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

...And so we praise you with your people throughout the world and
across the years, joining with choirs of angels and the whole of
creation in the eternal hymn, singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

...With this bread and this cup we do as our Saviour commands: we
celebrate the redemption he has won for us.

4



Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

...Awaiting his coming in glory, we pray as our Saviour taught us:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

... The gifts of God for the people of God.
May we who share these gifts be found in Christ, and Christ in
us.

...God has us in this sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us a
foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all people, and so we
pray together:

We thank you, Lord, that when we were still far off, you met us in
your Son. He lived and died and rose again, declared your love
and gave us the gift of eternal life.

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink
his cup bring life to others; we who the Spirit lights give light to
the world.

Keep us in the hope we have in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
in whose name we pray. Amen.



Hymn: 276 There’s a light upon the mountains
Benediction

Postlude Organist Jim Abraham



